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SUBJECT: SECRETARY SIMON S VISIT TO EGYPT - PRESS COVERAGE 

REF: USIA 5373 

1 . WE HAVE HAD TWO REQUESTS FOR INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS WITH 
SECRETARY SIMON DURING CAIRO PORTION OF HIS VISIT TO EGYPT, 

AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE MORE. ONE IS FROM AMERICAN FREE- 
LANCER LIBBY BASSET, OTHER IS AHRAM ECONOMIC DVISION. RECALLING 
THAT SCHEDULE FOR CAIRO VISIT IS TIGHT AND FACT THAT SECRETARY 
HAS INDICATED HE WILL WANT LEAVE EGYPT AS SOON AFTER MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT AS POSSIBLE, WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE 

TO REPLY POSITIVELY TO THESE REQUESTS. IT OCCURS TO US, 

HOWEVER, THAT IN ADDITION TO BRIEF REMAKRS TO PRESS WHICH 
WILL BE POSSIBLE AFTER SIGNING PL-480 CEREMONY AT 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, WE COULD IF SECRETARY WISHES, 

SCHEDULE PRESS CONFERENCE FOR HIM AT SOME OTHER TIME DURING 
CAIRO STAY. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE THREE FEASIBLE OPTIONS: 

(A) FOLLOWING LUNCH ON MARCH 6, BEFORE MEETING WITH DR. SHAFEI, 

(B) MORNING MARCH 7 AT 0830, PRIOR TO MEETING WITH US/EGYPTIAN 
JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL, (C) AFTER SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT SADAT. 
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3. IN OUR JUDGEMENT MEETING IN MORNING MARCH 7 WOULD 
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BE THE BEST TIME, BUT WE WILL BE GUIDED BY THE 

SECRETARY'S WISHES ON WHETHER A PRESS CONFERENCE IS DESIRED AND, 

IF SO, WHEN TO SCHEDULE TT, PI EASE ADVISE SOONEST. 

EILTS 
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